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up to a day of assembly. [That is, we do not maintain that they should 
read it on Friday, as we do with the small villages when their day 
coincides with the Sabbath. At M. 1:3K, we tell them to read it on 
Thursday instead. It follows that when the day is switched from its 
expected time by reason of the Sabbath, we move the reading of the 
Megillah to a day of assembly. Why not say the same for the small 
towns?]” 


Said R. La, “It is because of the honor owing to the cities, so that 
people should not say, “We saw cities and towns reading the Megillah 
at the same time.’ [The reading of the towns is moved to a day of 
assembly, Thursday, so as to give a mark of distinction to the cities 
over the towns.]” 


If so, they should not push up the reading [for the towns] to the day of 
assembly, so that people should not say, “We saw people in villages 
and towns reading the Megillah at the same time. [The same reason 
can serve a contrary purpose. ]” 


If so [furthermore], if the fourteenth of Adar coincides with Monday, 
Thursday, or on the Sabbath [both the villages and the towns read on 
that same day (as at M. 1:3A, or on the day of assembly, so M. 1:3E)]. 


A teaching is available as follows: Villages and towns and cities [all] 
read at the same time [if the fifteenth coincides with the Sabbath]. 


The Tannaite authority who stands behind that teaching does not 
concur with any other. [For what reason does he maintain that all 
should read the Megillah at the same time? He maintains that the 
cities should not read the Megillah before the towns do [so the cities 
should read on the preceding Thursday, and the towns on the 
fourteenth, Friday, and that is not feasible], for he holds that any 
reading which is moved from its normal time is moved to a day of 
assembly. [So all parties must read on the day of assembly. ] 


Rabbi says, “All of them should be moved to a day of assembly.” For 
he maintains that the reading of the Megillah in cities should not come 
before that of the towns, and he further maintains that in any case in 
which the reading is moved from its normal place, it should be moved 
to a day of assembly. 


[H] Jn a practical case how do they apply the law? 
[I] Said R. Yosé, “In accord with the ruling of the Mishnah.” 


[J] They asked before R. Zeirah, “Just as you say, if the fourteenth 
of Adar for the cities fell on a Sabbath, they read the Megillah 


